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Directions: Use these discussion questions (found in the back of the book; slightly edited here) 

to help you understand the themes and context of the book. This isn’t a test! Feel free to use 

the book to find the answers.   

1. Describe Amina’s feelings about music. What keeps Amina from telling her teacher that she 
would like to sing a solo? What could Amina do to overcome her fear? Have you ever been 
afraid to do something you wanted to do? What happened? 

2. Why does Soojin consider changing her name? Why do you think Amina is uncomfortable 
with the idea of Soojin changing her name? Have you ever wanted to change your name? 

3. Describe what happens at Amina’s Sunday School. Do you attend religious services or classes? 
If so, how is Amina’s experience similar to yours? How is it different? 

4. Both Amina and Soojin have been teased because of the food they bring to school or the way 
their food smells. Why do you think people tease or bully kids who are different? If you were 
in Amina’s or Soojin’s position, how would you respond? If you encounter someone from a 
different cultural background than your own, how should you respond to them? 

5. Discuss the role that forgiveness plays in the novel. Who does Amina need to forgive? Who 
does she need to ask for forgiveness? Do you think it is more difficult to ask for forgiveness or 
to forgive someone else? 

6. How does jealousy threaten Soojin and Amina’s friendship? What does Amina learn about 
Soojin, Emily, and herself as a result? Do you think Soojin and Amina are good friends to one 
another? What are some examples that support your response? 

7. In the novel, Amina is trusted with secrets. Do you think she’s right to keep Mustafa’s secret? 
Should she have kept Emily’s secret? Why is it sometimes hard to keep secrets? Are there 
ever secrets that you should not keep? 

8. What is vandalism? How did the description of the vandalism of Amina’s mosque make you 
feel? How do you think you would feel if your school or place of worship was vandalized? 
Explain how this act of violence ends up bringing Amina’s community together. 

9. The novel ends with a message of change. In literature, characters that change are called 
dynamic characters. Almost all the characters in Amina’s Voice are dynamic characters. 
Choose one character and explain how that character changes throughout the story (Amina, 
Soojin, Emily, Mustafa, Thaya Jaan, or others).  


