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On behalf of Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia (CSFP) and its Board of 
Directors, we welcome you to our 2013 Student Award Ceremony.  Now in the 
second year of implementing our Campaign for 10,000 Children, we are thrilled to 
award and welcome our newest class of 2,000 scholarship winners!  We also take 
this moment to mark the many successes our CSFP students have accomplished 
throughout this school year.  

As we celebrate thirteen years of giving families an opportunity to choose a quality 
education for their children, CSFP has been fortunate to have the support, guidance 
and friendship of community leaders, partners, corporations and individuals. 
Together, we are helping to positively impact the future of thousands of children 
across Philadelphia. Thank you.

We are thrilled to be able to award this year’s Citizen of the Year to New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie for his extraordinary vision and educational leadership.  
Since taking office, Governor Christie has made education reform a top priority 
of his administration, putting forward proposals to turn around failing schools; 
improve accountability; create a fair and meaningful evaluation system for teachers 
and principals; and increase parents’ options for their children. 

CSFP is also excited to honor a long-term friend to the organization and a great 
community institution, The Philadelphia Phillies, as CSFP’s 2013 Corporate Citizen 
of the Year. Our beloved Phillies have made education and literacy the focus of 
their community outreach efforts and philanthropy. Under the leadership of David 
Montgomery, a true Philadelphian and gentleman, the Phillies exemplify the best of 
what a community citizen should be.

CSFP was established with a clear and simple mission of providing financial 
access to low-income Philadelphia children to attend safe, high quality, K-8th 
grade tuition-based schools. Today, we are proud to have provided over 12,500 
scholarships and currently have more than 4,500 students receiving scholarships. 
These children, who have been chosen by random lottery, are enrolled in over 185 
area tuition-based schools.  

Demand from families desperate for better educational opportunities for their 
children remains tremendous. This year alone, CSFP received 10,000 applications 
for its 2,000 new awards. The good news is that there are currently thousands of 
empty seats in quality private and parochial area schools. We can, and must, do 
more to help educate Philadelphia children TODAY, when it matters most. Enjoy 
today’s celebration and thank you for supporting CSFP.  
 

Evie McNiff			I   na Lipman 
President of the Board		  Executive Director

DEAR CSFP FAMILIES & FRIENDS



 CSFP Lifetime Educational Leaders

Since 1999, CSFP has provided 12,500 four-year scholarships to children from 
low-income Philadelphia families.  These corporations and foundations have been 
educational visionaries and transformational in our community and CSFP’s growth. 
Through their leadership gifts, they have donated over $26 million dollars and 
positively changed the lives of thousands of children and families:

 
Business Leadership Organized for Catholic Schools 
Children’s Scholarship Fund (National Office) 
The Maguire Foundation

 
Anonymous 
Mrs. Dorrance Hamilton and THE Hamilton Family Foundation  
JNS Foundation 
The Lenfest Foundation 
PNC 
Wawa, Inc.

 
ACE Group 
Aramark Corporation 
Connelly Foundation 
Mass Marketing Insurance Group 
Maverick Capital 
SKY Community Partners, Inc. 
The Davis Family Foundation, Inc. 
URBN 
Verizon PA and Verizon Wireless



Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia 
Campaign for 10,000 Children 
Celebrates Success!	

			 

Welcome				    Evie McNiff 
					     Board President, CSFP	

Opening Remarks			   The Honorable Tom Corbett 
					     Governor of Pennsylvania

CSFP Citizen of the Year 		  The Honorable Chris Christie 
					     Governor of New Jersey

CSFP College			   Evie McNiff 
Scholarship Winners

Remarks				    ROBERTO SANTIAGO 
					     CSFP Alumnus

CSFP Corporate Citizen		  David Montgomery 
of the Year 				    President, The Philadelphia Phillies 

Student/School Award		  Ina Lipman   
Presentations			   Executive Director, CSFP

					     Elizabeth Polizzi, Ph.D. 
					     Board Secretary, CSFP

Closing Remarks			   Ina Lipman

2013 Student Award Ceremony



Corporate Citizen of the Year 

The Philadelphia Phillies
About our Honoree 
The Phillies family – from the players, coaches and their wives, to the alumni, 
ballgirls and front office staff – takes great pride in giving back to the community. 
The entire Phillies organization teams up annually to host a variety of special events 
and fundraisers, serves dinners to feed the homeless and holds clothing drives and 
auctions. Additionally, the Phillies donate game tickets, autographed memorabilia 
and merchandise to support local charitable organizations and fundraisers.

Phillies Charities, Inc. serves as the fundraising arm of the Phillies organization, 
serving Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware as well as areas near the Phillies’ 
minor league affiliates. Due to strong fan support, various events and raffles 
contribute substantially to the Phillies Charities Grant Fund.  In 2012, approximately 
$2 million in grants were awarded. 

Education and literacy are at the forefront of the Phillies’ community efforts.  
Introduced in 2004, Be a Phanatic About Reading encourages children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade to read for a minimum of 15 minutes a day to improve literacy 
and comprehension skills. The Phillie Phanatic visits nearly 30 schools excelling in 
reading each school year. Phillies Phundamentals is an after-school/summer camp 
program that makes learning fun by using the theme of baseball to teach and 
reinforce academic skills. Started by the club in January 2001 and run in nearly 20 
inner-city recreation centers, Phillies Phundamentals educates over 2,500 children 
aged 6-13 annually. Teacher Appreciation Night is an annual event at Citizens Bank 
Park. On this night ten teachers, selected from thousands of nominations by 
students, parents and peers, are honored on-field for their dedication to education 
and their students. Among the many education-based organizations to be the 
recipients of Phillies contributions over the years are Children’s Scholarship Fund 
Philadelphia, Need in Deed, and Philadelphia Futures.

Under the leadership of Phillies president David Montgomery, the Phillies continue 
to broaden their community outreach, supporting hundreds of charities and non-
profit groups through contributions and other assistance.  
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Citizen of the Year 

Chris Christie
About our Honoree 
Chris Christie was sworn in as Governor of New Jersey on January 19, 2010. Since 
taking office, Governor Christie has taken action on an aggressive reform agenda to 
restore fiscal integrity and accountability to state and local government; combat New 
Jersey’s highest-in-the-nation property taxes; institute historic reform of the state’s 
pension and health benefits system; and bring about necessary changes to public 
education in order to identify and turn around failing schools and give every child 
access to a quality education. 

Governor Christie has made education reform a top priority of his administration, 
putting forward and working for the passage of proposals to turn around failing 
schools; improve accountability; create fair and meaningful evaluation systems for 
teachers and principals; and increase school choice in the state’s worst performing 
districts. Governor Christie provided millions of dollars in additional state aid for 
New Jersey schools, increasing state education funding to higher levels than the 
day he took office. In August 2012, Governor Christie signed into law landmark 
bipartisan tenure reform, modernizing the nation’s oldest tenure law to increase 
teacher effectiveness and accountability in the classroom. 

Under Governor Christie, New Jersey has drawn national attention for taking on 
the biggest, toughest challenges facing the state with real solutions and bipartisan 
cooperation. 

Born in Newark and raised in Livingston, Governor Christie has lived in New Jersey 
his entire life, except to attend college at the University of Delaware. Chris and his 
wife, Mary Pat have been married since 1986 and now reside in Mendham, where 
they are raising their four children, Andrew, Sarah, Patrick, and Bridget. 
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Campaign for 10,000 Children DONOR LIST

On behalf of Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia, we thank our donors for 
their shared leadership, vision and support of our Campaign for 10,000 Children.  
Since the launch of our Campaign in 2011, 4,000 new students have been awarded 
four-year K-8th grade scholarships. These scholarships would not be possible 
without the support of the people listed below*:

Millennium Scholar
$3,000,000 +
Business Leadership Organized for 
Catholic Schools & Independence 
Mission Schools

Children’s Scholarship Fund 
(National Office)

The Maguire Foundation

Visionary Scholar
$1,000,000 - $2,999,999
Mrs. Dorrance Hamilton and the 
Hamilton Family Foundation

The Lenfest Foundation

Valedictorian
$500,000 - $999,999
Corporate
ACE Group
Mass Marketing Insurance Group
PNC
Wawa
Foundation
SKY Community Partners, Inc.
Individual
Evie and John McNiff
Elizabeth and Frank Polizzi

Salutatorian
$100,000 - $499,999
Corporate
Anonymous
CIGNA
Fujirebio Diagnostics, Inc.
Herr Foods Inc.
Maverick Capital
MedRisk
Milestone Partners

SKF USA Inc.
TD Bank
URBN
Foundation
The 25th Century Foundation
Barrist Family Foundation
Connelly Foundation
Individual
Shelley and Daniel Boyce
Meg and Richard Hayne
Courtney and Steve Kapp
Alison and John Shoemaker
Janine and Jeffrey Yass

Summa Cum Laude
$25,000 - $99,999
Corporate
Airgas, Inc.
Anonymous
Glenville Capital Partners, LP
JKG Florida Business Corp.
Kessler Topaz Meltzer & Check, LLP
Laboratory Testing Inc.
NovaCare Rehabilitation
Pacer Financial LLC
PECO
Range Resources Corporation
Robert W. Baird & Co.
SEI
Select Specialty Hospital
Sparks Marketing Group, Inc.
Towers Watson
Verizon Wireless
Foundation
Berwind Family Trust
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback 
Foundation

The Davis Family Foundation, Inc.



The Jessie G.S. Simpson Trust
Lawrence J. and Anne Rubenstein 
Charitable Foundation

Leo Niessen, Jr. Charitable Trust
The Patricia Kind Family Foundation
Individual
Susan and William Doran
Carol and Jim Hovey
Marie and James Logue
Cindy and Arthur H. Miller
Lyn and David Montgomery
Muff and Peter Morse
Lisa and Ray Pennacchia

Magna Cum Laude
$15,000 - $24,999
Corporate
Aramark Corporation
Customers Bank
Day and Zimmermann, Inc.
Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP
National Penn Bank
Republic Bank
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP
Universal Health Services, Inc.
Verizon PA
Foundation
The Grace S. & W. Linton Nelson 
Foundation

The Maurice Romy Foundation
Individual
Peggy and Christopher Bravacos
Deborah and William Davis
Bonnie and Lon Greenberg
Debbie and Bill Sasso

Cum Laude
$10,000 - $14,999
Corporate
Aberdeen Asset Management Inc.
Altria Sales and Distribution
Amoroso’s Baking Company
Blaschak Coal Corp.
Bryn Mawr Trust
Cohasset, Ltd.

Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms
Merck & Co.
Philadelphia Phillies
Public Financial Management, Inc.
Technology Insurance Company
Foundation
Atlantic Charitable Trust 
The C.W. Schrenk and Marjorie J. 
Schrenk Family Foundation

Clayman Family Foundation
The Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Helen D. Groome Beatty Trust, a BNY 
Mellon Mid-Atlantic Charitable Trust

The Le Vine Foundation
Longstreth Family Foundation
The Philadelphia Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Will and Jada Smith Family Foundation
Wright-Hayre Fund
Individual
Jesse T. Amoroso
Susan Kim
Ruth and Bryant Vaders

Dean’s List
$5,000 - $9,999
Corporate
Beneficial Bank
BNY Mellon
Cooke & Bieler, LP
Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steakhouse
Murray, Devine & Co., Inc.
Penn Liberty Bank
Softerware, Inc.
Somerset Properties, Inc.
Sunoco, Inc.
Thomas Jefferson University Hospitals, 
Methodist

Foundation
Barra Foundation
Individual
Elizabeth and Lee Ainslie
Sheila and John Connors
Vincent Curran
Barbara Henkels



Campaign for 10,000 Children DONOR LIST

Celeste A. and Richard C. Ill
Carol and Gary Jensen
Mary Ann and Joel Lawson
Maxine and Howard Lewis
Ina Lipman and Dan Pickens
Anne and Jim Pickard
Aileen K. and Brian L. Roberts
Margie and Andrew Rooke
Karen and John Stine II
Karen and Ralph H. Thurman
Patricia and John Walsh

Honors Graduate
$1,000 - $4,999
Corporate
Altus Partners, Inc.
Bentley Systems Inc.
Bravo Group
CMS Companies
Grant Thornton LLP
J&J Snack Foods Corp.
L. Goodman Associates, P.C.
Macquarie Holdings (USA), Inc.
Philadelphia Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company

SCP Private Equity Partners
Sovereign Insurance Group
Tasty Baking Company
UGI Corporation
Vincent Giordano Corporation
Wells Fargo
Foundation
Dream Makerz Foundation
Margaret G. Jacobs Charitable Trust
Nydick Family Foundation
Paula Steinebach Trust
The Right Angle Club
Rittenhouse Foundation
William Penn Foundation
Zeldin Family Foundation
Individual
Sarah J. and David W. Andrews
Janet and Edward Antoian
William Avery

Martha Brady
Gretchen and Steve Burke
Jennifer and Augustus Carey
Maryalice Cheney and Scott Goldman
Frank A. Chernak
Ellen and Winston Churchill
Lynda Claytor and W. Anthony Hitschler
Anne Marie and Jim Corner
Beth and Patrick Coyne
Trina and John Davison
Kathryn and John Donnelly
Katharine and Bill Eyre
Ruthie and Tom Ferraro
Peter Flanigan
Heather and Kevin Gallagher
Kristin L. Gardner
Lou Ann and Mark J. Gleason
Franny and John Glomb
Sandra and Thomas Greenwood
Joanie and Bob Hall
Emma and Michael Halpert
Anne F. and S. Matthews Hamilton, Jr.
Donna Hamilton
Sharon and Steve Harrington
Sarah and James Harrity
Suzette and Peter Hearn
Allison and Christopher Henderson
Heather and Ben Irons
Laura and Peter Johnson
Ann Gray and W. Mifflin Large
Ellyn and Seth Lehr
Kathleen and James Lynch
Debbie and John D. Maine, Jr.
April and Robert Maranto
Victoria and Gregory Martin
Sharmain Matlock-Turner 
and Anthony Turner

Bonnie and Peter McCausland
Donna and Brian McElwee
Jennifer McHugh
Leslie and Oliver Mellet
Robin and Roger Millay
Leslie Anne Miller and Richard Worley
Suzy and Henry O’Reilly



Anne and Frank Palopoli
Carol and Ed Shearon
Lawrence S. Smith
Judith and Paul Thompson
Kim and Will Whetzel
Freeman Zausner

Graduate
Under $1,000
Corporate
AAA Mid-Atlantic
Buckley & Company, Inc.
The Goldenberg Group
Greater Hope Ministries, Inc.
Greater Philadelphia Chamber 
of Commerce

Independence Blue Cross
McDevitt Company
Oracle Corporation Matching 
Gift Program

Foundation
Keeley Family Charity Fund of The 
Philadelphia Foundation

Seed The Dream Foundation
Individual
Cindy and John Affleck
Natalie Agraz
Nancy and Brett Altman
Anonymous
Roseann and Rick Atcavage
Christine and Michael Bamberger
Richard Baruch
Kelly A. Batstone
Francie and Brian Baxter
Deb and RJ Bednar
Raphael Bertrand
Dorothy and David Binswanger
Barb and Clarke Blynn
Alyse and Jim Bodine
Leslie and Bob Bohner
Melen and Dick Boothby
Kristin Brandt
Kathy and Scott Brenman
Renee and David Brooks

Anne and Wilson Brown
Lin and Jim Buck
Melvin Buckman
George W. Bur
Sarah Burton
Darlene Callands
Steven Chance
Carol Cinotti and Robert Young
Bradford Clayman
Debbie and Eric Cohen
Joy and Andy Cohn
Jayme and Bryan Colket
Beverly Collins
Helen Cunningham
Francesca and Bruce Dalglish
Joseph D’Ambro
Julia and Darrell DeMoss
Rosalee and John DiIulio, Jr.
Kathy and Gene Dorff
Pamela and Bernard Drueding
Susan and Steven Dubow
Liz and Kevin Duffy
Pat and Pete Duffy
Judith Durkin and Charles Freyer
Brandon K. Eck
Heather Evans
Sharon Fenick and Alan Promer
Cathy and Tim Fenton
Jo Anne T. Fredericks
Pamela Fried
Pamela B. and W. Roderick Gagne
Agnes and Donald Gayhardt
Rosalie and Joseph G. Grasso
Liz and Henry Harris
Ellen and Jay Hass
Cindy and Martin Heckscher
Michelle Heigler
David Hilton
Lynn and John Holt
Dorothy Mather Ix and Ray Ix, Jr.
Lisa and Fred Jalot
Nakeyia T. Jenkins
Phebe M. Jernigan
Debbie and Ed Johnston



Campaign for 10,000 Children DONOR LIST

Ellen Mattleman Kaplan 
and Steve Kaplan

Ann and Jack Kelly
Mary Lee and Hugh Kenworthy
Missy and Richard Keyser
Theresa Kovach
Cynthia and Charles Lalone
Laura Lane and David DeVoe
Stewart D. Leard
Kim and Ron Lefkoski
Robin Lerner and James Jolinger
Helene and Jerome Levin
Norma Jean and Joseph Loughran
Whim and Ray Lynch
Marciene and Herman Mattleman
Darryl May
John McCauley
Nancy and Mike McKee
Mimi and Jim McKenzie
Barbara and Howard Meyers
Anne and William Miller
Jill and Don Miller
Annie and Drew Milligan
Keisha Mills
Susan Moran
Alison and Zandy Nalle
James O’Connor
Vincent Osborn
Melissa and Albert Parker
Susan and Rob Peck
Antoinette and John Pergolin
Eliza and Blaine Phillips
Claudia Piccirilli and Anthony Madrigale
Sophie and John Pickens
Mary and Steve Porth
Vera L. Pressley
Jeffrey Price
Amy Rand
Joan and Tim Riddle
Colleen and Jim Robinson
Theresa and John Rollins
Marilynne and Jay Rose
Todd Rose
Betsy and Edward Rubenstone

Cindy and Anthony Salem
Amy and Edmund Saunders
Jane Scaccetti
Kathy and Robert Schlesinger
Buck Scott
Kim Sheppard
Carol and Burt Sidorick
Joan and Francis Smith
Ann and Marty Snyder
Heseung Ann Song
Betsy and Frank Steel
Victoria and Thomas Tague
Molly and Fabio Terlevich
Patty and Steven Thel
Mary and Cary Toner
Paula and Nick Torres
Ellen Varenhorst
Mary Ann and Bob Watson
Patricia and Ed Webster
Kelly Widman
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Willcox
Nancy Wingo
Leigh Wood
Kathy and Jack Wyszomierski
Hope and Roy Yaffe
Arlene Yocum and Richard Kremnick
Barbara and Bernie Zbrzeznj

Special In-Kind
Corporate Partners
Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP
Grant Thornton LLP
Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts
McCausland, Keen & Buckman
Philadelphia Phillies
Steen Outdoor Advertising
URBN

* These represent all campaign gifts 
received from 1/1/2011 to 5/24/2013.  
We apologize in advance for any 
errors or omissions.



Celebrating Success!

Moran Chang

Moran graduated as the Salutatorian of John Bartram High School, where he also 
had a perfect attendance record. He will attend Mansfield University this fall.  
Moran’s mother sent him to the U.S. from Jamaica when he was eight so he could 
get a quality education and escape the obstacles that his family struggled with 
there, including poverty, violence and drugs. He came to live with his father. After 
Moran attended a public elementary school, his father reached out to CSFP for help 
so Moran could attend a quality middle school.

In high school, Moran joined JROTC and Civil Air Patrol, 
where he became a strong leader and mentor. He 
earned the Cadet Officer of the Year Award, the Good 
Citizenship of the Year Award, the Male Shining Star 
Award and the Billy Mitchell Award.  His dream 
is to become a biologist or a doctor to help save 
our wounded warriors and invent new cures for 
diseases and viruses that plague many societies. 

In honor of Governor Chris Christie and his dedication to providing educational 
opportunity for all children, the following CSFP alumni, who just graduated from 
high school, were selected to receive college scholarship awards in his name:

Moran Chang 
John Bartram High School 
Mansfield University

Ja’Nell Hall-Ragin 
City Center Academy 
Eastern University

Megan Kelly 
St. Hubert Catholic 
High School for Girls 
University of Maryland

Jadae Maxton 
Saint Basil Academy 
Saint Joseph’s University

Richard Meissler 
Father Judge High School 
Manor College



Ja’Nell Hall-Ragin

Megan Kelly

Ja’Nell graduated from City Center Academy and will start this fall at Eastern 
University.  Ja’Nell is a dedicated student who never allows herself to do the bare 
minimum.  

She volunteers in the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Program and makes 
her community safer by volunteering for the Philadelphia Collaborative Violence 
Prevention Center.  

Even with a difficult course load and those volunteer 
activities, Ja’Nell has found the time to be in the school 

choir, the drama club, the Varsity Basketball team, the 
Varsity Track team, her church dance ministry, choir 
and step team. 

Megan graduated from St. Hubert Catholic High School For Girls with High 
Honors. This fall she will attend the University of Maryland (as the first person in 
her family to attend a four-year college) and hopes to use her strong background 
and love for art and design to study Architecture. This field appeals to her 
because architects work towards helping design buildings in ways that are more 
environmentally sustainable and benefit society as a whole. 

Megan’s teachers describe her as bright, energetic, and talented. She 
is a School Ambassador, a member of the field hockey team 

and received the Art Award from Moore College of Art & 
Design. Although interested in art and design, Megan 

also plans to participate in ROTC during college, 
because she feels it would help her grow as a person 
and leader. Megan credits CSFP with providing 
critical support to her family so she can attend 
quality schools. There she was able to grow and 
form a solid foundation of integrity on which she 
can continue to build. 



Jadae Maxton

Richard Meissler

Jadae graduated from Saint Basil Academy and will be attending St. Joseph’s 
University this fall.  In addition to being on Principal’s List for all four years, she 
received the Extraordinary Service Award for her involvement in Student Council, 
Youth Ministry, and Current Events Club.  Jadae is also a dedicated volunteer and 
mentor in her community. She has participated in various programs, such as Spark 
the Wave Camp, Face-to-Face Camp, and Philabundance.

After years of watching her mother as a live-in nurse struggle 
to make a living and to find time to spend at home, Jadae 
decided to pursue a career in medicine.  Last summer, 
Jadae took part in an educational volunteer program 
with Thomas Jefferson Hospital.  She hopes to major 
in Biology and perhaps become a doctor. She credits 
CSFP with allowing her to obtain things she didn’t 
think were possible. Without the scholarship 
support, her mother could not afford to give Jadae 
the private school education that has made her the 
person she is today: one excited for her future.

Richard graduated from Father Judge High School with a perfect attendance rate (a 
goal he set for himself in his freshman year).  He will be attending Manor College 
in the fall and hopes to major in Business, because he would like to start his own 
business and help other families with tuition like how CSFP helped him.  He has 
received the Crusader Scholar of the Quarter Award and Second Honors.  Richard 
is also involved with S.A.D.D. (Students Against Destructive Decisions) and CNN/
PAX, the televised morning announcements program at Father Judge. 

Richard is a very goal-oriented person, who at the age of seven 
overcame a dangerous brain condition.  This experience 
taught him perseverance.  Richard’s teachers believe 
he has all the attributes that will make him a success, 
namely motivation, respect for self and others, self-
confidence and enthusiasm for learning.



Student Award Winners

The 2013 Student Achievement 
8th Grade Awards

Nominated by their schools, these CSFP scholarship students who graduated 8th 
grade this month, are honored for their outstanding contributions to school and 
their academic achievement.

Christopher Burgos 
St. Veronica School 	

Saphari Evans 
St. Rose of Lima School				  

Thai Hua 
Visitation B.V.M. School				  

Karleigh Keen 
St. Martha Parish School

Brandon Kilson 
Timothy Academy

Benny Mai 
Holy Redeemer School

Hope Sawyer 
Holmesburg Baptist Christian Academy		

Amanda Tan 
Our Lady of Port Richmond School

Rochelle Warren 
St. Malachy School

Thomas Wojnar 
St. Monica School



Student Award Winners

The 2013 Student Award for Outstanding 
Contributions to School through Service 
to Community, Positive Leadership, School 
Spirit and Academic Achievement

Amirrah Conde 
1st Grade 
Visitation B.V.M. School

Sufyan Muhammad 
3rd Grade 
Villanova Academy for Honor Studies

Jason Cook 
7th Grade 
St. Martin de Porres School



Teacher of the Year Awards

 
Charles Arroyave   Holy Cross School 
Mr. Arroyave teaches middle school Math and is known for his ability to try new 
and innovative ways to meet his student’s needs.  He works extra hours every day to 
reinforce the academics of the school’s enrichment program and tutors students on 
weekends when they need extra support.  Mr. Arroyave still finds time to watch his 
student’s sports teams play and keep up with past students.

 
Geraldine Drummond   St. Rose of Lima School 
Next school year, Mrs. Drummond, a Kindergarten teacher, will complete her 
50th year teaching.  During her distinguished career, she has taught all primary 
grades and served as principal of St. Charles Borromeo School and vice-principal 
of Cecilian Academy.  Her consistent classroom procedures, gentle guidance 
and exemplary instructional practices mean motivated and successful students: 
her Kindergarten class this year scored in the 93 percentile in Reading. Mrs. 
Drummond also serves as a mentor to new teachers and is quick to volunteer her 
time and talent for planning special school events.

PARENT of the Year Awards

 
Lisa Eldridge   St. Raymond School 
Ms. Eldridge, a single mother of two children, has dedicated herself to her 
children’s school through numerous volunteer efforts.  Most impressive is her 
resurrection of an inactive parent organization called P.I.E.C.E. (Parents Involved in 
Encouraging Children in Education), and her help with the school’s accreditation 
process and fundraising.

 
Tung Nguyen   Visitation B.V.M. School 
Mr. Nguyen believes in education and he demonstrates that by volunteering all his 
extra time at his children’s school.  All four of his children have attended Visitation 
B.V.M. School, and since his first son (now at Temple University) attended, he has 
tirelessly helped out with whatever the school needed.





Essay Contest Winners

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade	
			    
Elijah Roman 
Spring Garden Academy 
First Place		

Candelaria Beatty 
DePaul Catholic School 
Second Place		

3rd - 5th Grades

Mikayla Lantz 
St. Peter the Apostle School 
First Place			 

Shechinah Gorrell 
Calvary Temple Christian Academy 
Second Place

6th - 8th Grades

Erin McDevitt 
Our Lady of Calvary 
First Place

Nile Bayard 
Germantown Friends School 
Second Place

Rafael Cargua-Buestan 
Visitation B.V.M. School 
Honorable Mention	

Maiya Finch 
Calvary Temple Christian Academy 
Honorable Mention

Jared Noel 
St. Cecilia School 
Honorable Mention

Travis Short 
St. Thomas Aquinas School 
Honorable Mention

Ameesha Harrison 
St. Rose of Lima School 
Honorable Mention

Robert Torres 
St. Peter the Apostle School 
Honorable Mention



WHEN YOU GROW UP

What do you want to do when you grow up? 
Describe what your life will be like in 20 years. 
DrEam about what you love to do. Describe it.

“I enjoy playing baseball 
and I love growing tall…
When I grow up I will 
believe in doing good.”
Elijah Roman
2nd Grade

“My dad inspired me 
a lot throughout my 
life.  My dad is a former 
cop.  He got hurt on 
duty which is why he 
had to retire.  This broke 
my dad’s heart because 
he loved his job. He 
will do anything and 
everything to make sure 
we have everything.  For 
instance we get a good 
education. My dad is a 
great inspiration and 
good example for me.  I 
hope that I can be like 
him when I am older 
because he is my hero.”
Erin McDevitt
8th Grade

“When I grow up I want 
to be an Explorer…But 
before I do that, I have 
to study hard and finish 
school to be a great 
Explorer!”
Rafael Cargua-Buestan
2nd Grade

 

“When I grow up I want 
to be a judge.  When 
people do bad stuff I 
want to talk to them.”
Maiya Finch
Kindergarten

”When I grow up I 
want to be a singer and 
a dancer because I am 
good at it and I want to 
make people smile. I 
sing any time I can and 
get inspiration from 
my mother.”
Shechinah Gorrell
3rd Grade

“My future depends on 
the choices.
Today’s choices decides 
for tomorrow.
My future, in twenty 
years, we will - I will - 
have to see.
Will it be one of love and 
prosperity
Or one of hate and 
destruction?
This all depends on the 
choices I make.
But now, all I can do is 
hope, pray
and make good 
decisions.”
Nile Bayard 
7th Grade



What does my future look like?



ART Contest Winners

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade	
				  
Christian Collins 
DePaul Catholic School 
First Place		

Elijah Bettis 
St. Francis de Sales School 
Second Place		

3rd - 5th Grades

Thanh Nguyen 
Visitation B.V.M. School 
First Place			 

Joshua Smith 
St. Gabriel School 
Second Place

6th - 8th Grades

Michael Fischer, Jr. 
St. Dominic School 
First Place

Michael Leopanto 
St. Gabriel School 
Second Place

Maximus MeNna 
St. Gabriel School 
Honorable Mention	

Jigme Thupten 
Miquon School 
Honorable Mention

Molly Killion 
Presentation B.V.M. School 
Honorable Mention

Connor Siemien 
St. Laurentius School 
Honorable Mention

Drew Natale 
St. Gabriel School 
Honorable Mention

Victoria Tran 
St. Martin of Tours 
Honorable Mention



EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES

We wish you much success in high school and college. 

Sakinah Abdul-Fattah
Kiaira Aggie
Andrew Aleman
Elogio Alfaro-Allah 
Abdullah Ali
Khalil Ali
Constantinos Angelis
Melissa Aykit
Julia Bacon-Henderson
Ariel Bailey
Bruno Baldini
Conor Bambrick
Quentin Beasley
Je’vardo Berry
Jovan Berry
Elijah Bolden
Matthew Boyd
Jameer	Bradley
Noah Brasch 
Jack Bridges 
Avital Brodski
Hannah Bromley
Dion Brown
Donte Brown
Christopher Burgos
Hydeia Byrd
Jada Carter
Naimah Cash
Akina Caton
Gloria Cerrato-Morazon
Allyah Charles
Marquise Clark
Mekhi Copes
Myles Coston
Bradley Crane
Elijah Cummings
Jayson Davis
Taiyana Davis
Dennis DelMoral
James Dennis
Andrea DiBruno

Monique Dizon
Cheyenne Draper
Zesru El
Tamoj Elam
Airyanna Elkins
Shamir Elliott
Saphari Evans
Christopher Feenan
Enrique Feliciano 
Brandon Forbes
Syianna Foy
Anthony Foy 
Niah Francis
Daniel Galarza
Mimi Gentile
Juan Jose German
Nyla Gibbs
Jacara Goodmond
Jason Graham
Joshua Gray
Alissa Graziani
Isa Green
Jared Griffin
Emmitt Hardee
Ameesha Harrison
Zakee	 Hawkins
Kara Heenan
Brianna Horton  
Thai Hua
Ting Huang
Imani Hughes-Williams
Cire Ivery
Alyssa Jackson
Sofia Jochim
Demorrow Johnson
John Johnson
Miance Johnson
Phage Johnson
Quamir Johnson
Sandi Johnson
Jeremy Johnson 

Brandon Juszczuk
Karleigh Keen
David Kelly
Yasmin Khan
Brandon Kilson 
Damarri King
Robert Kirschman
James Klepesky
Kiana Koger
Channavel Kong
Irene Kong
Tatiana Lane-Caldwell
Patrick Lavin
Jade Lewis-McFall
Jamya Lilly
Isaiah Lowe-Brown  
Tatyana Lowry
David Luby
Theartis Lymon
Caitlyn Madison  
Shamus Maguire
Benny Mai
Brendan Mallon
Nicholas Martino
Erin McDevitt
Michael McGrath  
Nicole McKenna
Morgan McLaurin
Amber McLeod
Wesly Melo da Silva
Antonio Mendez
Kayla Milczarek
Zion Miller
Shane Moore  
John Morgan Jr
Karissa Myers
Thao Nguyen
Luis Nunez
Joshua Obiesie
Jiselle Oliveras
Godwin Onyekere



Keep up the great effort and stay in touch.

Gillian Owen 
Damon Payne
Keanna Pearsall
Bridget Pena
Yudelka Perez
Andre Perkins
Saleena Peterson
Aiezel Pichardo
Naseer Pickens
Ronnie Pierre
Collin Presley
Camren Randleman
Junisha Reid  
Elahni Rey-Alvarez
Isabella Rice
Makhi Richburg
Jaclyn Riley
Jennifer Rivera
Alexander Rodriguez
Bryan Rodriguez   
Shayla Ruffin
Austin Santana
Hope Sawyer

Dawan Selden
Nathalie Senatus
David Shephard
Kyheemah Simmons
Mercedes Sloan
Christian Smith
Elijah Smith
Andrew Spratt
Paige Stancavage
Marion Standefer
Dane Stanger
Destin Stanton
Jeremiah Sterling
Daniel Stewart
D’Mea Stroud
Cordelle Swinson
Drew Tait
Amanda Hui Ling Tan
Zu er Tan
Charles Taylor
Jada Thomas
Kassandra Toro
Wendy Torres-Sanchez

Victoria Tran
Jessica Ung
Shane  Usilton
Earl Volz
Norman Waiters
Ariyanna Walcott
Antone Walker
Imani Walker
Imani Walton
David Warlea
Rochelle Warren
Tehuana Whaley  
Charlene Whitmer
Kayla Wible  
Peter Williams
Christopher Wilson
Joy Wilson
Thomas Wojnar
Olivia Wojtkielewicz
Daria Wright
Sammy Zhang





Congratulations!
CSF National is proud to partner 
with CSF Philadelphia in helping 
parents provide their  children with 
a quality elementary education by 
offering scholarships to tuition-
based schools.

Founded in 1998 by Ted 
Forstmann and John Walton, 
CSF is the only national K-8 
scholarship organization in the 
country. Since our inception, CSF 
has provided scholarships worth 
$524 million, changing the lives 
of  130,000 low-income children. 
A quality elementary education 
is not only in the vital long-term 
interest of  each child who is 
helped; it is also vital to the health 
of  our nation.

Together, we can give parents a 
choice and children a chance…
today. 



PA TAX CREDIT PROGRAM

Pennsylvania Scholarship Tax Credit Programs for 
Businesses and Business Owners

You Can Reallocate Your PA Corporate Tax Liability 
and Help a Low-Income Child Get a Quality Education.

Both the PA Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and the newer PA 
Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) provide companies with a 90% 
tax credit against Pennsylvania corporate income tax or personal income for 
pass-through entities for donations made to approved, non-profit scholarship 
organizations.  

By combining these tax credits with deductions for 
gifts to charitable organizations, the programs can 
be virtually cost- free.   
More than 3,000 businesses have redirected over $350 million in tax dollars to 
educational organizations that provide students with access to quality schools.  A 
business or any of its subsidiaries can receive up to $750,000 in tax credits annually 
per program for a total of $1,500,000 in tax credits.  

 
What ARE EITC AND OSTC? 
Under EITC, companies can apply either for credits to donate to scholarship 
organizations or for credits to donate to enrichment programs.  OSTC is more 
targeted.  Donations can only be made to scholarship organizations that provide 
financial assistance to children trapped in the 15% of lowest-performing public 
schools in PA (nearly half of these failing schools are in Philadelphia).  The FY13 
EITC tax credit bank is currently fully utilized, but the OSTC tax credit bank has 
over $35 million in tax credits available NOW.  New tax credits will be available on 
July 1, 2013 for both programs. CSFP is an approved scholarship organization 
under both EITC and OSTC.

SAMPLE TAX CREDIT CALCULATION

Donation $50,000

90% PA Tax Credit $45,000

Federal Savings (net @35%) $1,750

Savings $46,750

Net Cost for Donation $3,250

PROVIDES 32 CSFP SCHOLARSHIPS
instead 
of paying 
$50,000 in 
taxes to 
the state



EVENT SPONSORS

Special thank you to the event sponsors for 
underwriting the costs of today’s ceremony!

Summa Cum Laude

Cum Laude

Honor Roll





Our City. Your Choice. Their Chance. 

 
The Challenge 
We are failing our children and our city’s future. Nearly half of Pennsylvania’s lowest 
performing public schools are in Philadelphia.  The current Philadelphia 
public high school graduation rate stands at only 55%. In 
2012, less than half of Philadelphia’s 11th graders performed on grade level in 
Reading, and only one-third performed on grade level in Math.  

Effective reform of urban public education is exceedingly complex.  In the 
meantime, we are losing a generation of children to a 
failing system.  Most impacted by this situation are children from low-
income families who do not have financial access to a quality tuition-based school.  
Yet, today, there are thousands of empty school seats in hundreds of private and 
parochial schools able to better meet the educational needs of children.  

The Solution: 
Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia 
CSFP’s need-based, lottery program is simple, and it works by providing children 
with a strong educational foundation for their future.  In fact, over 95% of 
CSFP alumni, who leave our program in 8th grade, graduate 
high school prepared and on time, and 90% were enrolled in 
college within one year of graduation. 

CSFP allows families to choose which school best suits their needs. •	
CSFP is not affiliated with any particular school, religion, educational 
philosophy or political group.

CSFP’s focus on K-8th grade allows children to build critical •	
academic and social skills early and better ensures long-term success.

All CSFP scholarships are need-based, awarded by random lottery, •	
not just to those at the top of their class. 

CSFP provides the scholarship to the family as a whole for up to •	
three children.  

Contributions to CSFP are a highly leveraged and effective •	
investment in the future of a low-income child.  All families co-
contribute a minimum of $500 to their child’s education. All 
individual and foundation gifts are further matched (4:1) by our 
founding partner, CSF National.



CSFP Board of Directors

Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia gratefully acknowledges the tremendous 
support of its Board of Directors. Thank you for your dedication to our mission and 
to serving families and children in Philadelphia!

Evie McNiff				El    izabeth Polizzi, Ph.D. 
President				    Secretary

Steven H. Kapp			   James G. Logue, Esq. 
Vice-President & Treasurer		  Counsel

Jesse T. Amoroso			Ell   en Mattleman Kaplan, Esq.
Michael Barrist			   Whim Lynch 
Shelley L. Boyce			   Sharmain Matlock-Turner 
Christopher Bravacos		  Arthur H. Miller, Esq. 
Renee Brooks			Raym   ond Pennacchia 
Darlene Callands			   James E. Robinson 
Winston Churchill, Esq.		  William Sasso, Esq. 
John DiIulio, Jr., Ph.D.		  John P. Shoemaker 
Bonnie Greenberg			   John B. Stine II 
Carol Jensen			N   icholas Torres 
Elizabeth S. Longstreth		  Camilla Whetzel



CSFP - A Smart Investment

Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia’s sound fiscal management practices and 
commitment to accountability and transparency have earned it the highest rating 
(4 stars) from Charity Navigator, America’s largest independent charity evaluator.

“Children’s Scholarship 
Fund Philadelphia’s 

coveted 4-star rating puts 
it in a very select group of 

high-performing charities.”
 

Ken Berger 
CHARITY NAVIGATOR

President and CEO

Since 2002, using data-driven analysis, Charity Navigator has awarded only the 
most fiscally responsible organizations a 4-star rating. Its metrics reveal which 
charities have “best practices” that minimize the chance of unethical activities. 

At CSFP, for every dollar raised, over 90% 
is spent on direct program expenses.



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO MAKE A DONATION TO OUR

CAMPAIGN FOR 10,000 CHILDREN

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.CSFPHILADELPHIA.ORG 

OR CALL US AT 215.670.8410 
 
 
 

100 SOUTH BROAD STREET, SUITE 1200 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19110

Children’s Scholarship Fund Philadelphia is a privately funded program 
whose mission is to provide financial access for children from low income 
families to attend safe, high quality K-8th grade schools.  These four year 

scholarships are all need-based and awarded by random lottery.  

Currently more than 4,500 children have a CSFP scholarship to attend 
a private or parochial school.  CSFP has awarded more than 12,500 

scholarships chosen from 125,000 applications since 1999.  


